
2017 Impact Prize Competition – Fact Sheet 
 

Syracuse University’s first student prize competition for 
social entrepreneurship debuts this fall.  The 2017 
application is now on line and open through 11:59 p.m., 
October 27.   
 
The Impact Prize will support student entrepreneurs who are 
engaged in solving some of the world’s most pressing 
problems through innovation and human-centered design. 
The Impact Prize initiative, coordinated by the Blackstone 
LaunchPad at Syracuse University, is supported through a 
gift to SU Libraries from Dr. Gisela M. von Dran. 

 
The Impact Prize will consist of two components. The first is an Impact Generator workshop series, and the 
second is an Impact Prize Competition, open to both graduate and undergraduate Syracuse University students 
from all academic areas. All events will be held in Bird Library. 
 
The Impact Prize initiative will officially kick off on September 22, which will also mark the start of the 
application process, which will be open until October 27.  Twelve teams from across campus will be selected to 
pitch at the November 14 prize competition.  Teams will vie for $5000 in awards to be allocated across the most 
promising solutions to societal issues. 
 
Impact Generator workshops are scheduled for September 28-29 and October 5-6. These interactive sessions 
will be led by local nonprofit leaders and catalysts who are change-makers in: 
 

• Energy, the Environment and Sustainable Solutions (September 28) 
• Arts, Culture and Education (September 29) 
• Community Revitalization, Poverty and Empowerment (October 5) 
• Healthcare, Nutrition and Human Services (October 6) 

 
The goal of the workshops is to inspire students to think about big challenges in these areas, understand emerging 
issues and trends, and begin to brainstorm ideas for solutions.  All Syracuse University students are encouraged 
to attend these sessions, not just those interested in competing for the Impact Prize. 
 
The Impact Prize is not limited to the categories covered in the workshop, but is an open call for products, 
services or technologies that can become practical, innovative and sustainable solutions to economic and social 
problems.  Proposals should cut across sectors and disciplines, be grounded principles of social entrepreneurship, 
and address human needs, whether as non-profit or for-profit entities. 
 
Student teams interested in competing for Impact Prize cash awards can apply on-line through the LaunchPad 
until October 27. An initial judging round, led by prominent campus faculty and staff with expertise in civic 
engagement or social entrepreneurship, will select the final 12 teams to pitch. Those student teams will then pitch 
their social enterprise ideas to a distinguished panel of nonprofit leaders and innovators on November 14. Prize 
winners will be announced that day at an award ceremony and reception. The Impact Prize Competition will be a 
highlight of Syracuse University’s Global Entrepreneurship Week, November 13 -17, 2017. 
 



The Impact Prize is funded through a personal gift from Dr. Gisela M. von Dran, director emerita of the iSchool’s 
MSLIS program, who has a special interest in entrepreneurship. As a member of the iSchool faculty, she taught 
organization management courses at the graduate level as well as the iSchool’s first-year gateway course. Before 
joining the iSchool, Dr. von Dran served as an assistant professor of management at the Whitman School of 
Management. She holds a Ph.D. in public administration and is the wife of Raymond von Dran, who was dean of 
the iSchool from 1995 until his death in 2007.  Von Dran was a longtime academic entrepreneur who started 
many innovative programs in higher education and supported student innovation and entrepreneurship at 
Syracuse University. Shortly after his death in 2007, Gisela von Dran established the Raymond F. von Dran Fund, 
and directed that fund to support the RvD initiative which funds the iPrize. 
 
The Impact Prize competition will also serve as a gateway to the annual iPrize competition, as well as global 
competitions such as the Hult Prize. 
 
The Impact Prize will be managed by the first Blackstone LaunchPad Engagement Scholar, Kennedy Patlan (‘18), 
a triple major in Advertising, Citizenship and Civic Engagement, and Women’s and Gender Studies. The 
Engagement Scholar position was created as a part of the LaunchPad’s goal to grow social enterprise ventures 
across the campus innovation ecosystem.  Patlan is developing the outreach and implementation for the first 
annual Impact Program. 
 
Impact Prize Key Dates: 
 

• September 22, program announcement and applications open on-line 
• September 28, Impact Generator Workshop #1 
• September 29, Impact Generator Workshop #2 
• October 5, Impact Generator Workshop #3 
• October 6, Impact Generator Workshop #4 
• October 27, Impact Prize Applications Due 
• October 30, campus judges review applications 
• November 7, announcement of the top 12 teams 
• November 10 and 11, pitch workshops 
• November 14, Impact Prize pitches at prize competition, award ceremony and reception 

 
APPLY ON-LINE:   http://launchpad.syr.edu/impact-apply/ 
 
For more information, or to make an appointment to discuss your idea, e-mail:  LaunchPad@syr.edu 
Or, visit the Blackstone LaunchPad in Bird Library (Suite 120), meet a coach, and become a member! 
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